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Beginning January 2009, counties will experience an 11% or $4 million funding decrease and in 2010 a further decrease is expected based on preliminary reports from Atlantic City.  (A SCADRTAP Funding Allocation chart is attached).  It should also be significantly noted that SCADRTAP was the only program in the Casino Revenue Fund/New Jersey FY’ 2009 Budget to receive a significant decrease in funding. (Chart attached)

Although the SCADRTAP funds are allocated to the county transportation systems, a decrease in funding eventually, by default, affects all the municipal and social service agencies transportation programs.  

By using community transportation, it allows the older adult and disabled community to live much more independently and in some cases prevents and/or delays institutionalization.  Transportation services may include but are not limited to non-emergency medical appointments, hemodialysis, physical and mental therapies, chemotherapy, radiation therapy, non-competitive workshops, employment, nutrition sites, meals on wheels, food shopping, veterans services, recreational activities and much more.

Today, many of the community transportation systems are experiencing waiting lists for services especially hemodialysis.  Hemodialysis transportation is becoming a major concern not only for the twenty-one county transportation systems but also for the numerous municipalities and social service agencies throughout the state.  Unlike 15 -20 years ago, when a person on dialysis reserved a seat on the vehicle, the person’s life expectancy was short and seats frequently became available.   With today’s medical technology, a person who receives dialysis treatments is now living normal and much longer lives thereby; seats are not being freed up for the next new rider.

Beside hemodialysis services, the New Jersey senior population is growing and increasing dramatically.  They are living longer and much more independently – but they still rely on transportation services as does the mentally and physically disabled population who are winning their battles to live independently –but to succeed in their determinations, they too must rely on paratransit and community transportation services.

On behalf of the New Jersey Council on Special Transportation, the 21-county coordinated transportation systems and the hundreds of municipal and social service agencies who provide community transportation as well as all of those people who rely on these services, I request your assistance and guidance.  This situation is only going to continue to get worse.

Presently in the legislature, there are two bills; Assembly Bill 2046 and companion Senate Bill 1830.  These bills propose to increases the annual appropriation requirement for SCADRTAP from 7.5% to 8.5% of the revenues deposited in the Casino Revenue Fund.  The successful passage of these bills will help transportation services maintain current year levels.  Without passage, there is no doubt that there will be service cuts and longer waiting lists beginning in January.

These bills should not put any burden on the New Jersey taxpayer.  This is an already existing tax on the New Jersey Casinos and this bill does not ask them for any additional taxes.  The casinos will contribute the same as they do right now.   Also, the additional 1% should not adversely affect any other program in the Casino Revenue Fund since there is a cost savings in the PAAD Program as a result of it becoming federally reimbursed.

These bills are part of the answer but it is not the solution.  On behalf of the New Jersey Council on Special Transportation, I implore you to set up an effective task force and help look for additional and/or new methods for community transportation funding.  NJ COST requests your consideration in being invited to join you and help find a solution for the future of New Jersey’s Community Transportation.

NJ COST consists of transportation representatives from New Jersey’s 21 counties as well as a variety of other agencies, including municipal, state, not-for-profit and private - who specialize in providing transportation services to senior citizens, persons with disabilities, the economically disadvantaged and in some cases the general public where conventional fixed route transit is not available.  Most services are provided door-to-door or curb-to-curb.

Should you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (973) 251-2242.

Sincerely,

Michael M. Vieira, President

NJ Council on Special Transportation

	Senior Citizen and Disabled Residents Transportation Assistance Program ALLOCATIONS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	FY 2007
	
	FY 2008
	
	FY 2009
	
	Difference

	
	County
	
	Allocation
	
	Allocation
	
	Allocation
	
	FY 08  vs  FY 09

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	ATLANTIC
	 $             915,342.00 
	
	 $             967,700.00 
	
	 $             864,411.00 
	
	- $103,289.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	BERGEN
	 $         2,653,292.00 
	
	 $         2,805,060.00 
	
	 $         2,509,038.00 
	
	- $296,022.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	BURLINGTON
	 $         1,430,991.00 
	
	 $         1,512,844.00 
	
	 $         1,349,941.00 
	
	- $162,903.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	CAMDEN
	 $         1,680,139.00 
	
	 $         1,776,243.00 
	
	 $         1,585,690.00 
	
	- $190,553.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	CAPE MAY
	 $             593,810.00 
	
	 $             627,776.00 
	
	 $             566,919.00 
	
	- $60,857.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	CUMBERLAND
	 $             593,810.00 
	
	 $             627,776.00 
	
	 $             566,919.00 
	
	- $60,857.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	ESSEX
	
	 $         2,555,948.00 
	
	 $         2,702,149.00 
	
	 $         2,410,809.00 
	
	- $291,340.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GLOUCESTER
	 $             795,765.00 
	
	 $             841,283.00 
	
	 $             752,150.00 
	
	- $89,133.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	HUDSON
	 $         1,885,136.00 
	
	 $         1,992,966.00 
	
	 $         1,779,340.00 
	
	- $213,626.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	HUNTERDON
	 $             593,810.00 
	
	 $             627,776.00 
	
	 $             566,919.00 
	
	- $60,857.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	MERCER
	 $         1,166,921.00 
	
	 $         1,233,669.00 
	
	 $         1,100,160.00 
	
	- $133,509.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	MIDDLESEX
	 $         2,451,478.00 
	
	 $         2,591,703.00 
	
	 $         2,312,581.00 
	
	- $279,122.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	MONMOUTH
	 $         2,054,321.00 
	
	 $         2,171,828.00 
	
	 $         1,939,312.00 
	
	- $232,516.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	MORRIS
	 $         1,511,220.00 
	
	 $         1,597,662.00 
	
	 $         1,425,717.00 
	
	- $171,945.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	OCEAN
	
	 $         2,653,292.00 
	
	 $         2,805,060.00 
	
	 $         2,509,038.00 
	
	- $296,022.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	PASSAIC
	 $         1,579,368.00 
	
	 $         1,669,708.00 
	
	 $         1,490,267.00 
	
	- $179,441.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	SALEM
	
	 $             593,810.00 
	
	 $             627,776.00 
	
	 $             566,919.00 
	
	- $60,857.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	SOMERSET
	 $             905,285.00 
	
	 $             957,068.00 
	
	 $             853,185.00 
	
	- $103,883.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	SUSSEX
	 $             593,810.00 
	
	 $             627,776.00 
	
	 $             566,919.00 
	
	- $60,857.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	UNION
	
	 $         1,889,142.00 
	
	 $         1,997,201.00 
	
	 $         1,782,147.00 
	
	- $215,054.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	WARREN
	 $             593,810.00 
	
	 $             627,776.00 
	
	 $             566,919.00 
	
	- $60,857.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	NJ TRANSIT
	 $   5,239,500.00 
	
	 $   5,539,200.00 
	
	 $   4,952,700.00 
	
	- $586,500.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	 $ 34,930,000.00 
	
	 $ 36,928,000.00 
	
	 $ 33,018,000.00 
	
	- $3,910,000.00 


CASINO REVENUE FUND SUMMARY AND PROJECTION

($ In Millions)

Fiscal 

Fiscal 

Fiscal 

Fiscal

 Fiscal 

Revised 

Budget

2003

 2004 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008

2009

Opening surplus 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$22.7 

$0.0 

$1.0 

$1.0 

$0.0

Revenues 

$346.0 

$467.5 

$474.1 

$500.2 

$446.1 

$409.0 

$422.8

Lapses and adjustments 
$18.8 

$0.7

$2.7 

$2.1 

$3.5 

$3.0 

$3.0

TOTAL RESOURCES 
$364.8 

$468.2 

$499.5 

$502.3 

$450.6 

$413.0 

$425.8

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

Personal assistance 

$3.7 

$3.7 

$3.7 

$3.7 

$3.7 

$3.7 

$3.7

Home care expansion 
$0.3 

$0.2 

$0.2 

$0.1 

$0.1 

$0.1 

$0.1

PAAD ---- expanded 
$259.9 

$254.7 

$309.0 

$276.0 

$205.2 

$215.5 

$215.9

Global Budget and 

                      Waivers (b) 
$3.3 

$44.7 

$44.5 

$45.8 

$45.2 

$45.4 

$44.1

Respite care 

$5.4 

$5.4 

$5.4 

$5.6 

$5.4 

$5.4 

$5.4

Hearing aid assistance 
$0.3 

$0.1 

$0.1 

$0.1 

$0.1 

$0.2 

$0.2

Statewide birth defects 

          registry  
$0.5 

$0.5

$0.5 

$0.5 

$0.5 

$0.5 

$0.5

Health and Senior 

Services Admin. 
 $0.9 

$0.9 

$1.0 

$1.0 

$0.9 

$0.9

 $0.9

Personal Care 

$0.0 

$60.1 

$60.1 

$90.1 

$111.0 

$60.1 

$77.7

LIFELINE CREDITS 
$34.6 

$0.0 (a)

$0.0 

$0.0 

$0.0 

$0.0 

$0.0

TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE

Senior citizens and 

            disabled residents 
$24.9 

$25.5 

$25.3 

$34.4 

$34.9 

$36.9 
         $33.0  
Sheltered workshop 

transportation 
$2.4 

$2.4 

$2.4 

$2.4 

$2.4 

$2.4 

$2.4

HOUSING PROGRAMS

Congregate housing support 
$1.9 

$1.9 

$1.9 

$2.0 

$2.0 

$2.0 

$2.0

Safe housing and

                 transportation 
$1.7 

$1.7 

$1.7 

$1.7 

$1.7 

$1.7 

$1.7

Developmental Disabilities 
$19.6 

$38.3 

$38.3 

$32.4 

$31.8 

$32.5 

$32.5

OTHER 


$5.4 

$5.4 

$5.4 

$5.5 

$4.6 

$5.7 

$5.7

TOTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS 
$364.8 

$445.5 

$499.5 

$501.3 

$449.6 

$413.0 

$425.8

ENDING SURPLUS 
$0.0 

$22.7 

$0.0 

$1.0 

$1.0 

$0.0 

$0.0

GENERAL FUND SUPPORT

Lifeline 


$11.2 

$0.0(a)

 $0.0 

$0.0 

$0.0 

$0.0 

$0.0

SOBRA for Aged 

             and Disabled 
$133.9 

$198.8 

$169.2 

$158.5 

$130.4 

$119.4 

$108.4

Global Budget and 

                   Waivers (b) 
$45.9 

$0.6 

$5.1 

$4.9 

$4.9 

$45.5 

$52.2

Personal Care 

$130.2 

$75.0 

$76.8 

$44.1 

$16.9 

$75.2 

$59.4

Senior Citizens Property 

                      Tax Freeze 
$23.0 

$17.7 

$72.4 

$99.0 

$127.6 

$153.0 

$169.0

PAAD ---- expanded 
$123.9 

$128.9 

$48.6 

$23.7 

$0.0 

$49.4 

$34.8

VALUE OF 

PROGRAMS SHIFTED 
$468.1 

$421.0 

$372.1 

$330.2 

$279.8 

$442.5 

$423.8

Notes:

(a) Beginning in fiscal 2004, the Lifeline program is funded through the Board of Public Utilities.

(b) Beginning in fiscal 2009, Community Care services are provided through the Global Budget for Long Term Care.

     Supporting Community Transportation Needs Throughout New Jersey Since 1981
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July 7, 2008





Honorable Jon Corzine


Governor, State of New Jersey


Office of the Governor


PO Box 001


Trenton, NJ  08625








Dear Governor Corzine,





On behalf of the NJ Council on Special Transportation, I write to you requesting your support for New Jersey’s community transportation and paratransit programs.





The New Jersey Council on Special Transportation (NJ COST) is a statewide not-for-profit organization formed 27 years ago to promote and provide information and support for New Jersey’s paratransit and community transportation services.  





New Jersey’s Community Transportation needs help.  NJ COST is preparing to publicly make the following statement:





"New Jersey's Human Services Community Transportation is in a serious financial crisis which is affecting every county, municipality and social service agency in the State.  This crisis negatively impacts New Jersey's older adult population, persons with disabilities, economically disadvantaged, veterans and other transportation dependent persons."





There are many issues of why this community transportation funding crisis is happening.  Clearly, funding is decreasing especially in the Casino Revenue Fund’s “Senior Citizens and Disabled Residents Transportation Assistance Program” (SCADRTAP).  SCADRTAP is a State program that legislatively designates 7.5% of the Casino Revenue Fund’s budget to the designated 21-county coordinated community transportation systems for the purposes of providing “specialized” transportation services.  As a result of the Atlantic City Casinos not profiting as much, SCADRTAP is steadily decreasing thereby less money is available for community transportation throughout the state.











