NEW JERSEY

COUNCIL ON SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION

MEETING

Monmouth County Agricultural Building

4000 Kozloski Road 

Freehold, NJ 07728
 *Please note change of meeting location

(Directions attached)
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21st 2011
10:00 AM  (Promptly)

A G E N D A

Morning Refreshments, coffee, juice, and donuts compliments of COST
1.       Call to Order (10:00 am) – John J. Adair
Vendor Presentation:  
In our economic times and idling regulations to assist the environment products are being developed to eliminate emissions while idling and save on fuel cost, Art Vatsky of Electric Cars of New York/EnergyXtreme will provide us today with information on their idling reduction product that would help your agency save money and meet the New Jersey’s DEP idling regulations.
2.       Approval of December 17, 2010 Minutes (attached)
3.       Treasurer’s Report – Carol Novrit
4.      Correspondence Report – Kathy Carmello
5.      Executive Committee Report  - John J. Adair
6.      Committee Reports  
· Legislative, 2011 Roadeo, CAC, Training & Education, 2011 Roadeo, Funding & Revenue, Etc.
7.      TransAction
8.         New Jersey Transit Reports

· Robert Koska, Local Programs Support Unit

· Ronnie Siriani, Access Link

9.  PROGRAM: Show Us the Money… Funding & Revenue where can it be found?  
NJ COST has met with the Governors Office and continues to do so, Pippa Woods of the Governors Office has requested that NJ COST provide the Governor’s Office with some guidance (via a “White Paper”) where possible funding could be found. This will be a round table discussion to gather any additional options for the COST Funding & Revenue committee to put together information for the Governors Office.
10.         Old Business

11.         New Business

12.        Current Issues/Concern Forum  

The purpose of this topic is to voluntarily (and briefly) speak about any issue currently affecting your agency/organization.  Discussing your issue may help others who may experience this same issue in the future or who may be able to totally avoid the issue all together.  Being brief is key and further discussions if needed can be addressed at a future NJ COST meeting.

13.        Adjournment – Lunch will be served compliments of NJ COST.

Next Meeting will be on February 18, 2011 at the Monmouth County AG Building, Freehold NJ
In case of inclement weather 973-251-2242
Minutes for COST  Meeting held December 17, 2010

1. Call to Order - meeting was called to order at 10:45 by President John Adair 
2.  Minutes – November 19th minutes were approved. 

3. Treasurer’s Report – Carol Novrit, was not in attendance and the treasurer’s report was given by John Adair,  the account balance was reported to be $13,409.37   Michael Vieira said he had just given John $2,050 in checks from Expo.  A motion was made to accept the Treasurers’ report by Dave Fitzgerald and 2nd by Nancy Nicola  

4. Correspondence Report – Kathy Carmello read a thank you note sent to COST by Chuck Guhr for the mass card they sent him for the passing of his father. 

5. Executive Committee Report:

John Adair thanked the entire membership for their support throughout his first year as COST President and wished good luck to the new chairs members.

He mentioned that a survey would be forth coming soon to all members regarding Administrative Training; he reported we are losing a lot of directors due to retirement and the new ones coming on board need training.

John reported the Casino funding is down another 12 and a half percent.  He thanked Chris Smith for being on the governor’s committee and Michael Vieira for being on the Legislative committee and for their help in putting together the letter that was sent to the governor asking for his support in finding more funding. He also thanked the corporate members for their support. John said this past year we lost good people like Rich Pinho, Henry Nicholson and Kathleen Belles who were very supportive in this area also.  

John reminded everyone that the next meeting will be held on January 21st in the Agriculture building in Monmouth County.  Henry Nicholson informed John that there is a cafeteria in the building that can be used if lunch is brought in. It was agreed to hold the meetings for 2011 in that building rather that the Human Service building. 

6. Committee Reports:

Legislation:  Michael Vieira reported on bills S12 and A3517, with these bills Casino revenue could have been decreased by $19 million.  Jim Thebery talked about the bill being revised. 

Roadeo: Michael Vieira said he has looked into holding the Paratransit  roadeo at Great Adventure on April 30th, the same day as the school bus roadeo in order to reduce the cost.  He was given permission by Great Adventure to come a few days before in order to mark out the course in the parking lot. We will get admission to the park and Safari for $30 per person but we must guarantee them 500 people.   Michael asked all members to get the word out to their administrators and agencies to try and reach that goal. He said we would be changing NJ Community Transportation Service Week  to coincide with the Roadeo.

CAC: Michael said Rich Bartello had retired and that Stan Poditz is the new chair for NJT CAC
Training & Education: Chuck Guhr is waiting for survey response

Funding: Michael Vieira handed out a comparison study he prepared showing how funding has been reduced since it was introduced in 1997 to current year. 

7. New Jersey Transit Reports:

Local Programs Support – Bob Koska also spoke about Rich Bartello retiring from the CAC and finding a replacement for him would be difficult because he was a hard worker.

He said they would look to get Roadeo donations from sponsors or generate revenue from advertising and press coverage.

Letter to governor worked, they were looking to put together a “tool-box” to help with funding. 

Bob informed everyone that Bob Cowan from their office had a stroke right before Thanksgiving but was doing better and due to go home today.

Access Link Report - None
8.  2010 Employee Recognitions Presentations

Yearly plaques are presented to the employers of the 2010 COST Award Recipients, Administrative and Maintenance awards went to Union County and were accepted by Kathy Carmello.  Dispatcher of the year went to Somerset County and was accepted by John Adair.  System of the Year went to Sussex County and was accepted by John Jackson. Driver of the Year went to Camden County.

9. Election of Officers

Nancy Nicola thanked Henry Nicholson and Mandy Hecht for help on the nominating committee and announced the slate of officers:  

a) Second Vice President – Kathleen Carmello (Union County)

b) Northern Regional Director – Tom Murphy (Bergen County)

c) Central Regional Director – Steve Fittante (Middlesex County)

d) Southern Regional Director – Chuck Guhr (Cape May County) 

No nominations were made from the floor, all those elected were approved and will serve a term of two years. 

10. Retiree Recognition Presentations:

NJ COST recognized the retirements of Rich Pinho (Ocean County), Henry Nicholson (Monmouth County) and Kathleen Belles (Cape May County) all were presented with a clock. 

11. Current issues/Concern Forum – John asked if anyone had any issues or concerns they wanted to discuss and there were none

12. Old Business – None

13. New Business – None

14. Adjournment – A motion was made by Dave Fitzgerald at 12:35 and 2nd by Chuck Guhr to adjourn the meeting.  A holiday luncheon immediately followed. 

DIRECTIONS TO 
MONMOUNTH COUNTY AGRICULTURAL Building
4000 Kozloski Road, Freehold, NJ 07728
FROM NORTH
Take NJ Turnpike South to Route 18. Take Route 18 South to Exit 22B onto Route 537 West. Travel about 1 mile to a jughandle with sign for Kozloski Road. Follow Kozloski Road South jughandle for about 1/2 mile. You will see signs to Ag Building. At traffic light, turn right on Burlington Road. The building is straight ahead about 100 yards. The building is red brick with blue trim. 

FROM ROUTE 537 WEST
From Route 537 West take the Kozloski Road jughandle, following Kozloski Road South. Drive about 1/2 mile and you will see signs to Ag Building. At traffic light, turn right on Burlington Road. The building is straight ahead about 100 yards. The building is red brick with blue trim. 

FROM ROUTE 537 EAST 
537 East to Kozloski Rd. At Burlington Rd. (first traffic light), make a right. There will be signs to the Ag Building on Kozloski Rd. It is a red brick building with blue trim. 

FROM ROUTE 33 
Take Kozloski Rd. north to the 2nd traffic light (Burlington Rd.) Turn left and follow signs to the Ag Building. It is a red brick building with blue trim. 

FROM ROUTE 9 SOUTH 
Take Route 9 North, bear right onto Elton-Adelphia Rd., Go 1/8 th of a mile to the next traffic light. Make a left onto Halls Mills Road. Follow Halls Mills for approximately 3 miles to next traffic light. Cross over Rt. 33 and continue on this road. Note Halls Mills turns into Kozloski Rd. At the second light (Burlington), make a left 

VIA GARDEN STATE PARKWAY 
Take Exit 98 to Route 34 North to Route 33 West (not business 33). Follow the sign for Halls Mill Road North. At the stop sign turn left and follow that road. (Halls Mill Road becomes Kozloski Road). At the traffic light for Burlington Road, turn left. The building is straight ahead. It is a red brick building with blue trim. 

FROM SOUTH 
Take 295 North to Route 195 East. Take exit to 537 East. Exit on Route 33 East (not business 33). Exit on Halls Mill Road North (Halls Mill Road becomes Kozloski Road). At the traffic light fur Burlington Road, turn left. The building is straight ahead. It is red brick with blue trim.






